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Per capita GDP in the Community regions in 1988 
Per capita gross domestic product (GDP) Is 
generally used for making comparisons be-
tween the economic situation in different coun-
tries. In the European Community it is also used 
for comparisons between regions. At the time of 
the reform of the Community's structural funds, 
it was mainly on the basis of this indicator that 
was established the list of regions eligible under 
objective no.1 of the reform of the funds - "pro-
moting the development and structural adjust-
ment of the regions whose development is 
lagging behind". 
Gross domestic product shows the final result of 
the production activity of a region. In relation to 
the population of this region, it provides a 
measure of the level of economic development, 
but cannot be interpreted as an indicator of the 
income of resident households. 
To allow comparisons between regions in differ-
ent Member States and between regions of 
different size, GDP data are 
— converted into a common unit of account: 
the units used here are the ECU (European 
monetary unit based on exchange rates) 
and particularly purchasing power stand-
ards (PPS - a unit of measurement that 
expresses for each country the price of an 
identical volume of goods and services and 
which allows comparison between coun-
tries of their citizens' real purchasing power, 
taking into account differences in price le-
vels); 
— looked at in relation to the average popula-
tion of the region. 
The following graph illustrates the disparities of 
per capita GDP in the EC Member States in 
1980 and 1988. 
Per capita GDP 
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A significant gap separates, on the one hand, Spain, 
Ireland, Greece, and Portugal (per capita GDP in PPS 
less than 75% of the EUR 12 average), and, on the other 
hand, the 8 remaining Member States (per capita GDP 
above the EUR 12 average). G­D.Luxembourg and 
F.R.Germany had a per capita GDP of more than twice 
that of Greece and Portugal. 
In comparing, in per capita GDP terms, the changes in 
the relative positions of the twelve Member States be­
tween 1980 and 1988, it can be seen that 
— five of them (DK, D, I, IRL, Ρ) have maintained their 
position, with a change of no more than 1 point in 
their index; 
— four have converged towards the EUR 12 average 
(F, NL, Β, E); 
— three have moved further from the average (L, UK 
and GR) ­ with G­D.Luxembourg exceeding the 
Community average by more than 20% in 1988, and 
Greece rejoining Portugal at the other end of the 
scale with a per capita GDP barely above half of the 
EUR 12 average (54%). 
At regional level the analysis of disparities in per capita 
GDP reveals the existence of a number of extreme 
values. These are explained by the nature of the con­
cepts used but can be a misrepresentation of economic 
realities. 
— Hamburg: a German urban area where, naturally, 
activities with a high value­added are concentrated 
but where there is a particularly large number of 
commuters (people working in the area and contri­
buting to the GDP, but not living there); 
— Groningen: a province in the north of the Nether­
lands where natural gas is extracted and, in accord­
ance with the rules of regional accounting, the value 
of this gas production is attributed to this region, thus 
greatly increasing its GDP, even though this produc­
tion has little effect on employment and income in 
the region; 
— Flevoland: a Dutch province to the east of Amster­
dam where many residents work outside the prov­
ince and thus live in the region without contributing 
to its production, which has the effect of reducing its 
per capita GDP. 
If these extreme values are excluded, disparities be­
tween regions within each country are usually smaller 
than those between Member States. However, 
— in Italy, per capita GDP is higher than 110% of the 
EUR 12 average in the north and lower than 80% of 
this average in the south. This disparity became 
more pronounced between 1983 and 1988, due to 
the strengthening economic situation in the big 
northern regions (Piemonte and Lombardia) and the 
continuing problems in the south­western regions 
(Campania, Basilicata, Calabria, Sicilia and Sardeg­
na); 
— in Spain, regional per capita GDP ranges from 50% 
to 100% of the EUR 12 average. The highest indices 
(above 80%) are typical of the north­east, Cataluña, 
the Baleares, and the Madrid region, and the lowest 
(less than 60%) belong to Andalucía and Extrema­
dura; 
— in France and the United Kingdom, the highest levels 
of per capita GDP are found in the areas around the 
capitals (Ile de France and Greater London), and 
these are much higher than in all other regions, with 
the gap increasing over the last 10 years. 
Analysis of the 1988 data at regional NUTS level 2, 
shows that some 47% of the Community population live 
in regions where the per capita GDP is higher than the 
Community average, while around 20% live in regions 
whose per capita GDP is less than 75% of this average. 
Note on the calculation of regional GDP: 
GDP at market prices at national level, harmonised under the European System of Integrated Economic Accounts 
(ESA), is regionalised on the basis of the latest available regional structure of gross value­added at factor cost (at 
market prices for France and Portugal). The 1988 figures are based on the regional structures of the following years: 
1987 ­ DK, I, UK; 1986 ­ D, E, F, NL; 1985 ­ P; 1984 ­ B, GR. 
For more information: 
— Eurostat publications 
National accounts ESA ­ Aggregates 
REGIONS ­ Statistical yearbook 
— Database REGIO 
In addition to the indicators shown here, Eurostat's regional database contains GDP estimates at regional level NUTS 
3, as well as some other national accounts aggregates broken down by branch and by NUTS 2 regions. 
Further information may be obtained 
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Northumberland, Tyne and Wear 












Berks, Bucks, Oxfordshire 
Surrey, East-West Sussex 
Essex 
Greater London 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
Kent 
SOUTH WEST 




Hereford, Worcs, Warwicks 
Salop, Staffordshire 







Clwyd, Dyfed, Gwynedd, Powys 
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no data available 
Cartography : C.E.C. DG XI/TF : CORINE 08/90 
Per capita GDP 
(PPS) 
Changes relative to EUR 12 = 100 
between 19801) et 1988 
1) 1:1983-1988 
GR, UK 1981 -1988, 
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